Island Falls Select Board
Meeting Minutes
07/16/2025 at 3:30 pm —

Agenda Attendance:

~ X _Royden Hunt, X Bud Philbrook, X Rebecca Drew, X Michael Mathers
~ X Mark Byers
~ X Jutta Beyer, Town Manager

Public in Attendance: Tony Binotto, Jeff Brooks, Laura Farnsworth, Sherry Willigar

Please note that while the residents of Island Falls have a right to be present, they do not have
a right to participate unless recognized by the chair.

If you would like to have advanced e-mail notice of contract or bid information or any other
public postings, please give the office your e-mail address so that you can be notified as soon
as the ads or other information are ready. Please be advised any information provided for
this purpose is accessible by the public under the Freedom of Access Act.

The meeting was opened 3:30 P.M. by B. Philbrook.

25.152.
25.153.

25.154.

25.154.1

25.155.

Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Treasurer’s Warrants:
Payroll Warrant: 58 A/P Town: 60

A/P Rec: 59 ‘ A/P Water: 15
Motion to: accept warrants as written.
Move: R. Hunt Second: R. Drew Vote: 5 Yes 0 No

Approval of Minutes.
Motion to: accept and sign minutes.
Move: M. Mathers Second: R. Drew Vote: 5 Yes 0 No

Sign County Assessment
Motion to: approve and sign assessment
Move: R. Hunt Second: B. Philbrook Vote: 5 Yes 0 No

Public Comment.
(Public Comment limited to no more than 10 minutes, 2 minutes per person)

Sherry Willigar: Operahouse: Concern about 2 years of back taxes on property

Tony Binotto: Disappointed in board decision that they are considering to sell
the community garden lot to Chris Hartin. Wrote a letter to the board,
explaining that the community garden is part of the town’s Comprehensive Plan.
It describes that the town would create green space — which this green space has
been used in several grant applications and the focus was on community
involvement. Why is there a need for selling this property, if there is enough
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space for septic extension on the Operahouse lot, and parking could still be done
along the garden lot.

Jeff Brooks: Operahouse — the septic system (no grease trap currently) expands
to 29 seats. Not enough parking for 29 seats behind building. If there is a
proposed change in occupancy it needs to go before the Planningboard for
approval.

Laura: would it be possible to invite County Administrator to receive an update
on current happenings in Aroostook County.

Does the Board follow the Comprehensive Plan, and are board members aware
what it entails?

Response from Bud Philbrook: The board did not feel bullied into a decision;
the board tried to come to an objective solution. The pure intent was to assist a
local business. They had talked to Sherry Willigar and she was willing to
relocate the garden. This new development will certainly affect their decision.

25.156. New Business ,
25.156.1 Received $30,000 from King Foundation to replace SCBA packs for Fire Dept.

25.157.  Old Business
25.158. Unfinished Business
25.158.1 Opera house —land purchase

Purchase and Sales Agreement was signed by Chris Hartin
Schedule the Special Town Meeting and Public Hearing
Motion to: Date: based on new developments, table until next meeting. Setup a

meeting with Hartin.
Move: M. Mathers Second: B. Philbrook Vote: 5 Yes 0 No

25.159, Other Business.

25.159.1 Training video for elected municipal officials and FOAA is available again.

25.159.2 The Wayfinding Signs have arrived — will need to order the posts and then we
are ready to put them up — this is a funded project through the Northern Forest
Center NFC

25.160.  Executive Session. Title 1 MRSA 405 § 6 (C) to discuss a Real Estate Matter /
Economic Development. NONE

25.161.  Executive Session. Title 1 MRSA 405 § 6 (D) to discuss Personnel matter: NONE
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25.162.  Adjournment
Motion to adjourn at 5:00 P.M.:

Move: Second: Vote: "5 Yes 5 No
M1ch/ael Mathe1s
Royden Hunt Rebecca Dre
x/ ///W//t’ %
Mark Byers
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